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Privacy glass refers to the glass supplied by the 
manufacturer of the vehicle. It can have a level of tint 
within the glass that exceeds the VLT limits for after 
market window film. 

The 20% and 35% VLT allowances cover the The 20% and 35% VLT allowances cover the 
combination of glass and film. So if window film is 
applied to privacy glass behind the driver, for example, 
the combination of glass and film cannot be darker than 
20% VLT. 

Installers must be aware of the VLT of the privacy glass Installers must be aware of the VLT of the privacy glass 
before they apply film, to ensure the combination of 
glass + film does not exceed the limit. The SA guidelines 
recommend the tinter test the window to ensure the VLT 
and reflectance levels are within acceptable limits.

Tinters should identify the manufacturer’s marking on the 
window, for details of existing tint levels in the glass.

Any window coated to reduce its VLT must not have a Any window coated to reduce its VLT must not have a 
reflectance value of more than 10%. MR430 states: “It 
must not be reflective or mirror like as it could dazzle 
other drivers by reflecting sunlight or headlight beams”.

 

There is no ‘tolerance allowance’, whereby leeway is granted 
to windows that test marginally darker than the legal limit. So, 
any window darker than 20% or 35% will be deemed illegal.

Windscreens: Windscreens: Front windscreen glazing must have a VLT of 
at least 70%. The greater part of the windscreen cannot be 
coated in any way that reduces its VLT. Window film is only 
allowed on the upper 10% of the windscreen, or the area 
above the highest point of the windscreen wiper arc.

Goods vehiclesGoods vehicles: a VLT of 0% is permissible on vehicles 
‘designed primarily for the carriage of goods’, e.g. panel vans 
and single cab utes, as long as they’re fitted with at least one 
rear vision mirror on each side. If a goods vehicle is modified 
to make it a passenger vehicle the 20% and 35% regulations 
apply, and vice versa. Refer to MR430 for further information.

Behind the driver, 20% VLT is 
now acceptable, but the VLT 
limit for the driver and front 
passenger windows remains at 
35% VLT (as per the previous 
regulation). 

Getting it clear 

New regulations cover the application of after market window film on windows behind the B pillar in passenger vehicles 
registered in South Australia. From February 2018, “...the windows or interior partition behind the driver’s seat may be coated 
to achieve a luminous transmittance of not less than 20%” (source:MR430 fact sheet). The previous limit was 35% VLT.  

The standards for window tinting are specified in the South Australian Road Traffic (Light Vehicle Standards) Rules 2018.

For a summary, please refer to the For a summary, please refer to the MR430 Window tinting vehicle standards fact sheet available on the AUTO LAWS page of 
the WFAANZ website, or the SA government website under Driving & Transport/Vehicles/Standards and Modifications. 
WFAANZ advises tinters to review this information to understand the new requirements that are effective immediately. 
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