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The new 20% VLT allowance applies to the windows 
behind the driver only, and is only applicable if the 
vehicle has rear vision mirrors on each side

Windows next to or in front of the driver must still 
adhere to a 35% VLT limit

The 20% and 35% VLT allowances cover the The 20% and 35% VLT allowances cover the 
combination of glass and film. So if window film is 
applied to privacy glass behind of the driver, for 
example, the combination of glass and film cannot 
be any darker than 20% VLT. Installers must be 
aware of the VLT of the privacy glass before they 
apply film, to ensure the combination will not exceed 
the limitthe limit

The regulation prohibiting the use of window film 
(even clear window film) on the greater part of the 
windscreen remains unchanged 

Film with a reflectance of more than 10% must not 
be used on any windscreen or window

KEEP IN MIND
For all light vehicles (vehicles with a gross vehicle mass not more 
than 4,500kg), windows rearward of the driver’s seat can now have a 
VLT of no less than 20%, provided the vehicle has a rear vision mirror 
on each side. 

The regulation for the windows in front of or level to the driver have 
not changed, so they must have a VLT no less than 35%. 

A goods vehicle may have a luminous transmittance of 0% provided A goods vehicle may have a luminous transmittance of 0% provided 
the vehicle has a rear vision mirror on each side.

Most new vehicles are fitted with factory tinted glass, or privacy glass. Most new vehicles are fitted with factory tinted glass, or privacy glass. 
Window film may be applied to factory tinted windows. However, it is 
crucial to note: when film is applied to tinted glass, the combination of 
tint from the glass and tint from the film must still allow a VLT of 35% 
on the drivers and passenger front windows, and 20% on the rear 
windows.

The Australian Design Rules (ADRs) allow privacy glass to be fitted to The Australian Design Rules (ADRs) allow privacy glass to be fitted to 
a vehicle rearwards of the driver’s vision. It gets confusing as privacy 
glass has no minimum VLT, and is often darker than 35% or even 
20% VLT. All applied tint must meet the above requirements and not 
the privacy glass requirements set out in the ADRs. For further 
information about ADRs refer to the LZ section of the National Code 
of Practice for Light Vehicle Construction and Modification.

   

Get clear on the revisions

As of September 2017, the Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR) has revised the regulation covering the after 
market application of automotive window film - Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Vehicle Standards and Safety) 
Regulation 2010, under Part 4 General safety requirements. 

Details of the new regulation can be found in the Minor Modifications – VSI G19.7 document issued by the DTMR, which is available on 
the WFAANZ website on the AUTO LAWS page. WFAANZ strongly advises anyone involved with the after market application of window 
film to download the document, study it, and become familiar with the new requirements that are effective immediately. 
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